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Recent trends in the onset of the snowmelt season in Hokkaido, Japan
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Recent trends in the onset of the snowmelt season in Hokkaido, Japan, were investigated using the daily mean air

temperature and daily maximum snow depth for the past 46-48 years. The first day in winter when the air temperature

exceeds 5.0°C in recent years has tended to occur 10-30 days earlier than that of 50 years ago. Although the trend was

statistically significant, the snow depth on that day increased slightly or showed no obvious trend. These results indicate

that the snowmelt season tends to start earlier, although large amounts of snow remain at the start of the season.
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