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Slab avalanches occurred at Mt. Kamihorokamettoku,
Tokachi Mountain Range, in Hokkaido
in November 2007

Toshihiro Ozek1”, Akihiro HacHikuso?, Go IwanaNAY, Kazuki NAKAMURAY,

Kazuo Hicuchr®, Hitoshi OnisHI®, Daisuke SasAk1”, Eizi AKITAYAY

1) Sapporo Campus, Hokkaido University of Education,
5-3 Ainosato, Kita-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 002-8502
2) New Energy Resources Research Center, Kitami Institute of Technology,
165 Kouencho, Kitami, Hokkaido 090-8507
3) Graduate School of Engineering, Hokkaido University,
Kita 13 Nishi 8, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-8628
4) Hokkaido Branch, Japan Weather Association,
Kita 4 Nishi 23, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 064-8555
5) Mountain Activity Support in Hokkaido,
2-14 Miyanomori, Nishi-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 064-0952
6) Hokkaido Forest Products Research Institute,
1-10 Nishikagura, Asahikawa, Hokkaido 071-0198
7) Nomado Co.,
Minami 4 Nishi 6-8, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0062
8) Seppyo Network,
Minami 4 Nishi 6-11-2, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 064-0804

Abstract: Slab avalanches occurred at Mt. Kamihorokamettoku in Hokkaido Prefecture in Novem-
ber 2007. The first slab avalanche occurred on the western slope of Mt. Kamihorokamettoku on
November 13, 2007, and one person was caught in the avalanche. On November 23, 2007, 12 persons
were caught in a slab avalanche that occurred on the northern slope of the ridge of Mt. Kamihoro-
kamettoku, and 4 persons were killed. The Hokkaido branch of the Japanese Society of Snow and
Ice (JSSI) dispatched an avalanche research team, which had been newly organized during the
winter of 2007-2008, to Mt. Kamihorokamettoku. The research team consisted of researchers and
mountain guides who ensure the safety of the team. Field investigations were carried out on
November 17 and 25 in order to determine the avalanche characteristics and snow structures. The
existence of weak layers was confirmed by pit observations. The weak layers of both the western
slope and northern slope avalanches consisted of faceted crystals depth hoar crystals.

(2008 4F- 6 H 23 H=ZfF, 2008 -8 H 1 HFEs2A, 2008 4F 8 H 24 HFHFEZ, 2008 458 A 29 H=2HE
STERIARR 2009 45 H 15 H)



